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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . CD This communication is responsive to 10/7/03 . 

2. D The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2.4.6-12, 14 (claims renumbered 1-11 respectively) , 

3. d The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. O Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n All b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ Including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. 
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The applicants request the U.S . Patent and Trademark Office to acknowledge receipt of the 
priority documents from the International Bureau in this national stage PCT application filed under 
35 U.S.C. §371. 

The attached documents show that the International Bureau properly received the priority 
documents from the applicant, but the first Office Action dated July 16, 2002 and the Notice of 
Allowance dated November 3, 2003 do not show any indication that the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office has received the priority document, JP 11/51395 filed on February 26, 1999 from the 
International Bureau. 

The following documents are attached: 

1 . Notification Concerning Submission or Transmittal of Priority Document dated April 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Date: February 2, 2004 



28, 2000. This document is an acknowledgment by the International Bureau that it 



received the priority document. 



Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due dated November 3, 2003 (2 pages enclosed). 



SjsrialNo.: 09/926,064 



Docket No. 011047 



This document shows a lack of indication as to whether the priority documents have 
been received by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office from the International 
Bureau. 

3. Office Action dated July 16, 2002 (2 pages enclosed). This document indicates that 
as of July 16, 2002, the priority documents had not yet been received from the 
International Bureau. 

4. Filmg Receipt dated October 5, 2001 (2 pages enclosed). This established the fact 
that priority claimed on, JP 1 1 /5 1 395 filed on February 26, 1 999 was acknowledged. 
This does not however, establish the receipt of the priority document. 

For national stage applications filed under 35 U.S.C. 371, the International Bureau is 
supposed to transmit the priority documents to the designated offices, in this case, the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. 

It is therefore requested that the official application file be checked and then it is further 
requested that the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office acknowledge that the priority documents have 
been received or are being requested from the International Bureau. 



Serial No.; 09/926,064 



Docket No. 011047 



In the event any fees are required in connection with this paper, please charge Deposit 



Account No. 01-2340. 
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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
P ROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS 
SAPPLICAT m FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 

PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN IHEEE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. IHJS 
STA™ CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
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□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not Included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY is NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . □ This communication is responsive to 10/7/03 . 

2. □ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2.4.6-12.14 (claims renumbered 1-11 respectively) . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n All b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . ' 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed . which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

3 MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

-.Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 la). In no event, however, may a reply be tinnely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30} days, a repty wHhIn the statotory minimum of thirty (30) days wilt be considered tlmeV- 

. If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statuton/ period will eppty and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication, 

- Failure to repV within the set or extended period for repfy will, by statute, ceuse the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. 5 133). 

- Any repty received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rt timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)1x1 Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on Aug 23, 2001 — __ 

2a) □ This, action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-finai. 

aiD Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 
closed in accordance with the practice un6e\ Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)1x1 Claim(s) - 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)n Claim(s) 



6)!xl- Clatm(s) 2iZ- 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)0 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 



10)n The. drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a) □ accepted or bjD objected to by the Exanniner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) lxi Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-{d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)^ None of: 

1 . K Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e)- 
alD The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § § 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 



GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN 
FILING LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a dale appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all 
applications where the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a 
license may be required as set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 
37 CFR 5 15(a) unless an earlier license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to 
revocation upon written notification. The date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier 
license of sinnilar scope has been granted under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date 
thereof unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 
37 CFR 1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and 
the national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current 
regulations especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense 
Trade Controls, Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121- 
128))- the Office of Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370,10 0)): the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 
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37 CFR 5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 
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a secrecy order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15 
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